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August 22, 1979

Opening Statement by Benjamin L. Hooks ,
NAACP Executive Director , at Meeting of
National Leaders on Implications of
Ambassador Andrew Young's Resignation
as U.S. Permanent Representative to the
United Nations, Wednesday, August 22,
1979, NAACP National Office, New York,
New York.

This meeting was called for the purpose of dealing with
the fallout surrounding the circumstances of the resignation of
Ambassador Andrew Young as Permanent Representative of the
United States to the United Nati o ns.
pver the past week, events have been moving so fast that
it has been difficult to consider the whole i ssue in a comprehensive manner. Many of the issues which we have planned to
discuss have been dealt with in other forums.
But, there are
still many questions unanswered by Ambassador Young's resignation.
These issues demand that we express our concerns and attempt to
give some direction to the search for an ultimate resolution of
this crisis.
We strongly believe that in the national interest, the
U.S. government has a responsibility to provide i ts citizens
with the truth while taking every precaution against besmirching
or destroying the credibility of so worthy a diplomat and statesman as Ambassador Young.
In our meeting today we plan to do four things:
Issue a statement holding up to light the
double standard s by which Ambassador Young has
been judged.
Call upon this nation to liv e up to t he ideals
of decency and candor that Ambassador Young established as ambassador.
Call for ccntinuing dialogue with the Jewish
community in an effort to lessen the deep
polarization which has been worsening between
them and black Arner:;. c ci....'1.S.
Underscore the historical involvement of
blacks in developing U.S . foreign policy .
We at the NAACP have already expressed our dismay at the
resignation of Ambassador Young. We have made known our views
that he ha s contributed immeasurably to e levating U.S. rel ations with Third World countries , and, with regard to the
incidents leading to his resignati o n, we are c o n v inced that h e
acted in the b~s~,interest o f this natio n .
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It seems necessary and appropriate now, t hat we comment
further on the situation which precipitated the Young controv-ersy.
Because of our background, heritage and tradition, there
is a natural tendency for many black Americans , historically, to
have tremendous sympathy with people who are deprived wherever
they are.
This is true of the Jewish people, the Arab people, the
Palestinian people, native Americans, Viet Nam boat people,
Haitian refugees, European peoples who have come to this country
in search of a better life, as well as many others.
In the difficult problems of inter-cultur.al relations, we
must take into consideration forthrightly , the human co~ponent
There is no way that there can be sides where simple humanity
is concerned. Moreover, the key to a peaceful world is a resolution of the profound differences that· separate and divide
peoples for whatever reason.

In our view, this is what the enlightened foreign policy
of the United States under this administration is all about.
It equates the Israeli child, the Palestinian child , the
Egyptian child, the Vietnamese child , the Nicaraguan child with
our own children, particularly in this International Year of
the Child.
We, therefore, applaud all efforts to have people talking,
conferring, and understanding one another , and it ought to be
the function of our government as a leader of the free world
to bring people together for this purpose.
We believe that what Ambassador Young did was aimed
this objective. We further believe that t h is search for
to be evenhanded and fairminded must be pursued , because
doing what is best for everybody , we do what is best for

at
ways
by
America.

What we hope to do here today is to achieve a broad concensus. Obviously we do not intend to circumscribe the ability
of any group to pursue these objectives in its own way at its
own pace.
I
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This is not the time for arrogance or intransigence, but
a time for a mutuality and tempered dialogue. We believe that
all thoughtful Americans of all faiths and persuasions concur
in these views.
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